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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 1-39 and 44 -47 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as 
failing to comply the with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject 
matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one 
skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make 
and/or use the invention. 

The specification doers not describe the same recorded content of the video 
disc can be linking a passive fixed ordered sequence that can not altered by the 
user and in a interactive sequence ( the content of the sequence can be altered by the 
user ) as being recited in claims 1 , 7,22,29,35,43-46. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 1 , 2-6 and 29 objected to because of the following informalities- 
Appropriate correction is required. 

In claims 1 and 29, it is not clear whether the first menu selection and second 
menu selection are provided in the main menu at the same time or at different time 
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during playing the content . Further it is not clear if the "predetermined timeout 
has lapsed " from the first menu selection or second menu selection. 

Claim 2-6, It is not clear "trailer", "sneak peak" , " delete scene", " bonus" and 
"still gallery" is relating to the first menu section ( passive fixed ordered sequence) or 
second menu selection (interactive sequence). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the d ifferences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 7 -17,20-26,35-39, 42, and 44-47 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Taira (20030113096) in view of Lambert etal 
(6,895,170). 

Regarding claim 7, 44-46, Taira discloses a medium having a plurality of data 
blocks stored therein that can be viewed by playing the medium in a medium player, the 
medium comprising: 

a first instruction set that instructs the medium player to play the plurality 
of data blocks of the medium in a pre-determined sequence normal sequence in a 
normal reproducing mode ( section 0562, page 30, section 0298, page 15) 
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a second instruction set that instructs the medium player to play the 
plurality of data blocks of the medium in response to user commands that determine the 
order for playing the plurality of data blocks of the medium ( section 0298, page 15, 
section 0597, page 31 ). 

Regarding claim 8, Taira further teaches that the medium comprising an 
instruction set selector that determines whether the first instruction set or the second 
instruction set will be used to play the plurality of data blocks of the medium since the 
user can selects first instruction set or second instruction set to be played (normal play 
back, special , skip or repeat playback, select chapter or title from displayed menu ( 
section 0298, page 15, section 0597, page 31). 

Taira further teaches the reproduction of video blocks recorded on the DVD 
can be controlled by instruction stored on the DVD but fails to specifically teach that 
the video content can be set as a fix ordered sequence . Lambert teaches using a 
control means for providing instructions on a medium ( directory information and 
bookkeeping information) to set the video bocks of the content recorded a video disc 
can be a fixed ordered sequence in reproduction or the video bocks of a sequence 
can be altered in different order (columns 5 and 6). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Taira with 
Lambert by using a control means of Lambert for providing the DVD of Taira with 
the instructions as taught by Lambert for controlling the content of the video disc to 



Application/Control Number: 10/757,089 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2616 

be reproduced with a designated sequence thereby providing more convenience to the 
user for operating of the DVD player fro selecting a desired sequence for viewing . 

Regarding claims 9 and 10 , Taira teaches using default instruction set to set 
a predetermined blocks to be played (sections 0561-0562, 0298). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Taira teaches further teaches the instruction set selector 
receives an input from the user to switch to the first instruction or to the second 
instruction set ( section 0298, page 15, section 0597, page 31).. 

Regarding claim 12 Taira teaches the user commands are chosen from a menu 
by the user ( section 0298, page 15, section 0597-0602, page 31).. 

Regarding claim 13, Taira further teaches that the medium is a digital video 

disc. 

Regarding claim 14, Taira further teaches that the medium player is a digital 
video disc player (Figs 63,64). 

Regarding claim 15, Taira further teaches the medium player is operable with a 
video display that can display the plurality of data blocks of the medium (Figs . 63,64). 
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Regarding claim 16, Taira teaches further teaches the plurality of data blocks 
include at least one movie . 

Regarding claim 17, Taira further teaches fails to specifically teaches that the 
medium further includes trailers (section 0298 page 1 5). 

Regarding claims 20 and 21 Taira teaches the instruction sets instruct a 
controller of the medium player (Fig. 63,64). 

Regarding claim 22, Taira teaches a method of playing a plurality of data blocks 
of a medium, the method comprising: 

automatically playing the plurality of data-blocks of the medium in a pre 
determined sequence (section 0557 to 0562, page 30). . 

upon receiving an input from a user, interrupting the playing of the plurality 
of data blocks of the medium in the pre-determined sequence (section 0594 to section 
0603, page 30)column 34, lines 30-68; 

providing a menu to the user so that the user can select the plurality of 
data blocks of the medium that the user would like to view (section 0594 to section 
0603, page 30). 

playing the plurality of data blocks of the medium that the user has chosen 
from the menu (section 0594 to section 0603, page 30). 

Regarding claim 23, Taira teaches the medium is a digital video disc (page 30, 
Figs 63,64). 
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Regarding claim 24, Taira teaches the plurality of data blocks of the digital video 
disc are played using a digital video disc player (Figs. 63,64). 

Regarding claims 25 and 26, Taira teaches the plurality of data blocks include 
at least one movie and Trailer (section 0298, page 15).. 

Regarding claim 35, Taira discloses a method of selecting a mode for 
displaying the contents of a medium, the method comprising: 

displaying the contents of a medium in a first mode (normal reproducing mode ) 
according to a first set of instructions, wherein the first set of instructions instructs the 
displaying the contents of the medium to be effectuated in a predetermined sequence 
(sections 0557-0562, page 30, 0298, page 15). 

upon receiving a user input, selecting a second mode, wherein the user 
can select the contents of the DVD to be displayed through a user input (section 0594 
to section 0603, page 31). and 

after receiving the user input, displaying the contents of the medium in the 
second mode according to a second set of instructions (section 0594 to section 0603, 
page 31). 

Regarding claim 36, Taira further teaches the second set of instructions allows 
a the user to determine an order of viewing the contents of the medium(section 0594 to 
section 0603, page 31 . 
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Regarding claim 37, Taira further the medium is a digital video disc (page 

30) page 30, Figs. 63,64). 

Regarding claim 38, Kikuchi further teaches wherein the user inputted is 
effectuated by making a selection from a menu section 0594 to section 0603, page 

31) . 

Regarding claims 39 and 47, Taira teaches a method of viewing the contents 
stored on a medium, the method comprising: 

automatically playing a first set of data blocks of the medium in a pre 
ordered viewing mode (section 0557-0561, page 30, section 0298, page 15); 

upon receiving an input from a user, interrupting the pre-ordered viewing 
mode (section 0594,0602, page 31); 

providing a menu to the user so that the user can select either the pre 
ordered viewing mode or a standard viewing mode, wherein the user can select a 
subset of a second set of data blocks to view in the standard viewing mode (section 
0594,0602, page 31 ; 

resuming the playing of the first set of data blocks at the point of 
interruption in the pre-ordered viewing mode if the user selects the pre-ordered viewing 
mode((section 0597, page 31 ; 

initiating the playing of the subset of the second set of data blocks in the 
standard viewing mode at the point of interruption in the first set of data blocks if the 
user selects the subset of the second set of data blocks to coincide with the first set of 
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data blocks (sections 0597-0603, page 31 ); and 

initiating the playing of the subset of the second set of data blocks in the 
standard viewing mode at the beginning of the subset of the second set of data blocks if 
the user selects the subset of the second set of data blocks such that the subset of the 
second set of data blocks does not coincide with the first set of data blocks (section 
0597-0603). 

Taira further teaches the reproduction of video blocks recorded on the DVD 
can be controlled by instruction stored on the DVD but fails to specifically teach that 
the video content can be set as a fix ordered sequence . Lambert teaches using a 
control means for providing instructions on a medium ( directory information and 
bookkeeping information) to set the video bocks of the content recorded a video disc 
can be a fixed ordered sequence in reproduction or the video bocks of a sequence 
can be altered in different order (columns 5 and 6). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Taira with 
Lambert by using a control means of Lambert for providing the DVD of Taira with 
the instructions as taught by Lambert for controlling the content of the video disc to 
be reproduced with a designated sequence thereby providing more convenience to the 
user for operating of the DVD player for selecting a desired sequence for viewing . 

Regarding claims 42, Taira further teaches the medium is a digital video disc. 

5. Claims 29-31 , 33, 43 and 46 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hirayama et al (5,630,006) in view of Lambert etal (6,895,170). 
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Regarding claim 29 and 46, Hirayama teaches a method of playing a plurality of 
data blocks of a medium in a user 
friendly manner, the method comprising: 

providing a menu to a user for selecting the plurality of data blocks of the 
medium to be viewed in a predetermined sequence or interactive sequence time 
order sequence ; and 

upon not receiving an input within a pre-determined time interval from the user 
selecting the plurality of data blocks of the medium to be viewed, automatically playing 
the plurality of data blocks of the medium in a pre-determined sequence (column 10, 
lines 25-55). 

Hirayama fails to specifically teach that the video content can be set as a fix 
ordered sequence . Lambert teaches using a control means for providing instructions 
on a medium ( directory information and bookkeeping information) to set the video 
bocks of the content recorded a video disc can be a fixed ordered sequence in 
reproduction or the video bocks of a sequence can be altered in different order 
(columns 5 and 6). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Hirayama 
with Lambert by using a control means of Lambert for providing the DVD of 
Hirayama with the instructions as taught by Lambert for controlling the content of the 
video disc to be reproduced with a designated sequence thereby providing more 
convenience to the 
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Regarding claim 30, Hirayama The method of claim 29, further comprising 
upon receiving an input from the user (stop or pause operation) after the pre-determined 
time interval, interrupting the playing of the plurality of data blocks of the medium in the 
pre-determined sequence. 

Regarding claims 31 , Hirayama further teaches to teaches providing a menu to 
the user so that the user can select either the plurality of data blocks of the medium that 
the user would like to view or to continue viewing the plurality of data blocks of the 
medium in the pre-determined sequence (column 10, lines 35-55). 

Regarding claim 33, Hirayama further playing the plurality of data blocks of the 
medium that the user has chosen from the menu (column 10, lines 35-55). 

6. Claims 18,19 , 27,28 and 40-41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Taira (20030113096) in view of Lambert etal as applied to claims 
7 -1 7,20-26,35-39 above , further in view of Mock (20040136698). 

Regarding claims 18,27, and 40 and 41 , Taira fails to teaches the medium 
further includes bonus material . However, it is noted providing a medium with bonus 
material is well known in the art and as taught by Mock (See Mock, page 12, column 1 
Fig 8). It would have been obvious to one of ordinarily skill in the at to modify Taira with 
Mock by providing the medium of Taira with bonus material as an addition title of the 
medium. 
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Regarding claims 19, and 28, Taira as modified with Mock further teaches the 
plurality of data blocks include at least one sneak peak (See Mock , Fig. 8). 



7. Claims 1-3 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Taira ( 
20030113096) in view of Hirayamaetal (5,630,006) and Lambert et al . 

Regarding claim 1 , Taira discloses an apparatus for performing a method for 
automatically playing the contents of a digital video disc, the method comprises : 

linking the contents of the digital video disc in a sequence ( sections 0557- 
0564 , page 30); 

upon receiving an input from a user, interrupting the playing of the plurality 
of data blocks of the medium in the pre-determined sequence (section 0298 
page 15). 

providing a menu to the user so that the user can select the plurality of 
data blocks of the medium that the user would like to view (sections 0594 0597,page 
31). 

playing the plurality of data blocks of the medium that the user has chosen 
from the menu (section 06-2-0604, page 31 ) . 

Taira fails to teach a control means for setting a predetermined timeout of the 
menu and for proceeding playing a sequence after the predetermined timeout 
lapsed . 
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Hirayama teaches an apparatus having a control means providing a main 
menu with a pre-determined timeout and proceeding to play the contents of the DVD in 
sequence after the pre determined timeout has lapsed without any interaction from a 
user (column 10, les 25-55). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Taira with 
Hirayama by providing Kikuchi apparatus with a control means as taught by Hirayama 
for providing the menu with a predetermined timeout and form processing playing a 
sequence of content of the DVD as an alternative to the method of playing the 
content of Taira . 

Regarding claim 2, Taira further teaches that the medium further includes 
trailers (section 0298, page 15) and the trailer can be played prior at to display of the 
main menu since Taira teaches that the play order of a trailer, title or menu can be 
set by a software producer (section 0298 page 15, section 0557 - 0562, page 30). 

8. Claims 3-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Taira (200301 1 3096) in view of Hirayama et al and Lambert et al as applied to claims 
1 above, further in view of Mock (20040136698). 

Regarding claims 3-6, Taira fails to teaches the medium further includes bonus 
material , sneak peak, deleted scene and still gallery . However, it is noted 
providing a medium with bonus material, deleted scene, still gallery , sneak peak is well 
known in the art and as taught by Mock (See Mock, Fig 8 page 12).lt would have been 
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obvious to one of ordinarily in the at to modify Taira with Mock by providing the 
medium of Taira with bonus material as an addition title of the medium . 

Taira as modified with Mock further teaches displaying , bonus material, 
deleted scene , still gallery, sneak peak after the display of the feature since Taira 
teaches the display order of the predetermined title or chapter can be set by a 
software producer (section 0298 page 15, section 0557 - 0562, page 30). 

9. Claims 32 and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hirayama in view of Lambert as applied to claims 30-31 ,33 , further in view of 
Taira (20030113096). 

Regarding claims 32 and 34, Hirayama fails to specifically teaches resuming the 
playing of the plurality of data blocks at the point of interruption if the user interrupts the 
playing to view the menu. 

Taira teaches apparatus having means for resuming the playing of a 
plurality of data blocks at the point of the interruption (section 0597). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Hirayama with Taira by using 
a control means as taught by Taira with Hirayama apparatus for resuming the play 
of a plurality of blocks at the point of interruption thereby enhancing the capacity of the 
apparatus of Hirayama. 

Conclusion 

1 0. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
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§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HUY T. NGUYEN whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7378. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30AM -6:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Groody can be reached on (571 ) 272-7950. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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